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sides. She always had been dominated by her mother, and
that domination had taken root in the bone. This frail
woman who was so weak that she could not lift her voice
against her mother, had the astounding strength to sit
silently and allow her life to be destroyed, to watch her
dreams of love, a husband, and children be shattered.

When Jack reached Oakland that night, thwarted and
disconsolate, fresh troubles were added to his burden.
Flora informed him that the last of the Atlantic Monthly
money was spent. In the morning he rode the familiar
route to the pawnbroker with John London's mackintosh
on the handlebars of his bicycle; when he emerged he had a
few dollars in his pocket, but he had to walk home. His
journey to the pawnbroker coming on top of Mrs. Apple-
garth's ultimatum served to show him what an impossible
situation he faced. For Mabel to come into his house and
share his bed and board would mean but little added expense;
their love would enable them to fight their way through
hardship. But it would be years before he would earn
enough to support his mother-in-law. The idea of bringing
her to live with Flora was fantastic; the two women would
be at each other's throat inside of twenty-four hours. And
even when he was able to maintain two establishments,
would he be master in his own home? Wouldn't Mrs.
Applegarth run his house just as she would run his wife?
Mabel would have to be a daughter to Mrs. Applegarth
first, and in her spare time she could be a wife. Such a
condition would be intolerable!

His brain churned with frustration at Mrs. Applegarth's
domination. At the height of his rage he remembered
Mabel, caught between two strong personalities, having
her very life squeezed out between them. His anger vanished
in the face of his tenderness and concern for her, and he
resolved that no matter what the obstacles he would not
abandon her to the mercies of her mother; that he would
marry her and handle Mrs. Applegarth when the need arose.
Quieted, happy in his determination to make everything
right, consciousness flooded back, forcing him to realise